Perforation of the lower thoracic oesophagus following crush injury to the chest and abdomen.
We report a case of perforation of the lower thoracic oesophagus following a crush injury to the chest and upper abdomen. A laparotomy was performed for abdominal injuries, and appropriately placed drains resulted in complete resolution of the oesophageal leak, 21 days following the injury. This case report demonstrates that a conservative approach to lower thoracic oesophageal perforations can be carried out successfully without the added morbidity of a thoracotomy, or risks of a direct repair.